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As the year comes to an end and we are almost into the Christmas week, our 
hearts are brimming with praise to our Lord God, and we’re so grateful to make 
use of the opportunity to greet our friends, supporters, and family on the occasion 
of Christmas and welcome the new year 2025 with joy in our hearts. It started off 
with a lot of confusion, and many of us in the family were facing illnesses and 
feeling insecure and lost due to being apart from each other for a couple of years. 
Our son Prateek also faced some difficult health issues but overcame it all when 
he finally graduated in April and got a job to pursue his dream of being a 
counselor. He was amply supported by EFM scholarships and your fervent 
prayers. We had a grand party to celebrate his graduation with very esteemed 
people in attendance in Newberg. 
 
For most of the early part of the year, we went on a Sabbatical leave and 
deputation work in the US. As we returned to our work and responsibilities, we 
are grateful that we were given another term on extension. Our CHE Trainers 
worked hard, and two of our workplaces (Chitwan & Rautahat) have started 
Community Learning Centers, which gave us a legal basis for our CHE work 
through which house fellowships and ‘committees’ can now be established in 
these districts. Gradually, these leaders, with their committees, have taken 
responsibility for the work in the future and are in the final stages of having a well-
equipped Centre physically to help them integrate with the community. 
 
 
 

Our purpose and passion is to fuel a worldwide movement of people who seek first the kingdom of God,                                       
planting churches that live and die to carry out the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment. 

Samson and Priscilla Retnaraj| Serving in Nepal 

Our CHE Trainer in Aurahi – Mr. Arun Mandal, faced a lot of difficulties initially with the 
accident in which he almost lost his life, and subsequently, his recovery was slowed 
because of complications in the healing process physically and mentally. But we are 
glad to share that it just strengthened his faith in God, and by grace, miraculously, his 
work grew over the months this year. He underwent surgery again to remove the 
implants and re-insert a bone plate because the healing was slow. 
 
We look to the new year fearlessly and confident that “he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” We are grateful to all of 
you for so wonderfully showing your love by supporting us through your prayers and 
care. 
 
SHALOM! 
 
Samson & Priscilla Retnaraj 
Nepal 

“I will Praise You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing to you among the nations….” 
Psalm 57:9 
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From the EFM Office 
Praise God… 
• Once again, he has provided for our financial needs. We are

very blessed to have so many churches and individuals who
give faithfully to support the work of missions through EFM.

• For all those who blessed believers and nonbelievers around
the world through participation in the EFM Christmas Catalog.

• For the privilege we all have to share the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with friends, neighbors, family members, strangers, etc. It
really is good news!

Please Pray... 
• That many more people around the world will come to know

and follow Jesus Christ this year.
• For disciples of Jesus who suffer persecution because of their

commitment to following him.
• For peace in our war-torn world.

EFM Five-Year Goal: 
To send 10 new missionary households from North 

America to launch 5 new fields by December 31, 
2025. 

Praise God... 
• For all those among Friends in the U.S. and abroad who have

been participating in the various activities of the Luke 10
Initiative. So many people and churches have invested time,
energy, prayer, and finances in this process of discerning
where to open new fields and who to send.

• For those who continue to be engaged in the process of
discerning whether the Lord of the harvest is asking them to
leave their homes, move to another part of the world, learn
another language, and share the gospel with anyone who will
listen.

 Please Pray... 
• For the Lord of the harvest to send more workers into the

harvest fields. At this point, we need at least thirteen
missionary households to go to the new fields that have been
approved by the EFM Board.

• That many more people and churches will become active
participants in the Luke 10 Initiative.

• That the Fred and Jonelle Liddell family will be able to raise
their full support as soon as possible in order to proceed to
the Balkans. Pray also that the Lord will raise up workers to go 
with them to help open this new field.

• For those who are in the discernment process regarding
missionary service with EFM. May they and those working
with them be able to discern what specific steps to take.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Join us on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month from 10-11 AM PST for our Luke 10:2 Gathering 
via Zoom in support of EFM’s Five-Year Goal. Prayer points 
and the link for the gathering will be sent a few days before 
the event.  https://friendsmission.com/five-year-goal-pray/. 

From Samson and Priscilla Retnaraj 
Serving in Nepal 
Praise God... 
• For his grace in keeping our family together even though we

are separated by distance. A lot of travel had to be
undertaken to bridge this distance issue, but it went well
eventually.

• For the work of the CLCs in both Chitwan and Rautahat
districts and the leaders and Committees marshaling them

• For Suleman and Gokarns (Senior CHE Trainers) as they take
charge of the work to keep it going in the future.

Please Pray... 
• Our CHE entrepreneur Narayan’s father went to be with his

maker in December. Please pray for the bereaved family and
the Lord’s comfort during this time.

• For the Jesus Film ministry in the villages, which is continuing
even though it is very risky during these difficult socio-political
times in the country.

• Arun Mandal underwent surgery for removal of implants and
re-inserting one in the forearm of his right upper limb on
December 2. Please pray that he will have a functional limb to
continue the Children’s CHE ministry in his community in
subsequent months and years.

From Abe and Diane Bible 
Serving in Ukraine 
Praise God... 
• We had a wonderful break and enjoyed 12 of our 15

grandchildren in Oklahoma! Precious times! Thank you, Lord,
for this opportunity. And that we could take a break for a
whole month.

• Abe was able to renew his driver's license and his US
passport—which we had not realized had expired! He will be
fully “documented” by the time we get back to Ukraine on
January 10, as we will also be picking up a new Canadian
passport in Poland. Praise the Lord!

Please Pray... 
• For vision for this year of 2025. Both knowledge and wisdom

from God and the faith, energy and whatever else is needed
as we pursue more Centers of Hope.

• That the Lord provides the material resources also coming
into another year. He has been so faithful, but we do not take
it for granted. Aren’t we blessed to have a generous God?

• Continue to pray for the suffering in Ukraine. Yes, we want
the war to stop. But we see how the Lord has done good in
people’s lives BECAUSE of the war. Not just in spite of it. But
we have so many traumatized struggling people. Pray that
they will turn to the Lord and his presence and peace. And
that the Holy Spirit will lead the leaders of the Centers of Hope 
to those people and give them many opportunities to minister 
and bring hope.

From D.K. and Choity Sarkar 
Serving in Nepal 
Praise God... 
• On November 17, we inducted one young man, previously a

Muslim named K*, as the church pastor in Chhoghori,
Murshidabad. He offered himself for the ministry, and we are
happy to have inducted him as the Pastor.

• On November 24, we inaugurated the new church building in
Khonta, Malda district. It is a new building for worship. The
believers are very happy. Evangelist B* will be in charge there. 
All our staff were present at this inauguration service.

• There was a public testimony of baptism in Murshidabad on
November 16 at Chhoghori Friends Church, Musheerabad.
Two Muslim people accepted Jesus as their Savior and
participated.

Please Pray... 
• We planned to arrange an open meeting so that we could

share the birth of Jesus with non-believers.
• Different Friends Churches are going to arrange open

meetings in different areas. Along with that, there will be a
distribution of New Testaments.

• There are some people who are very sick; one of them has
been on their deathbed for four years. Please pray.

From Tony and Agi Frei 
Serving in Hungary  
Praise God... 
• Our journey in Slovakia was very blessed. I was there with

Joseph, who is one of our pastors/co-workers. We served in
the gipsy mission, and they had opened their hearts.

• We organized our church general meeting in Kölked this year.
Our co-workers and pastors shared their testimonies in the
church house. We had a very joyful and fruitful time together. 

• Except for Tolna, we organized our Christmas celebration in
every mission place. I have to highlight Budapest because
there were a lot of unbeliever families at our celebration
meeting.

Please Pray... 
• For the families who were at the Budapest’s church meeting.

A lot of people heard the gospel of Christmas and Jesus
Christ’s birth.

• For the Christmas celebration in Tolna. We invited a lot of
unbeliever families, and also children from the school.

• This December, we also gave Christmas packages to a lot of
families (unbelievers, too). They were very thankful to us.
Please pray for them that they can see the work of God and
also be thankful for God and receive him.
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