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Our purpose and passion is to fuel a worldwide movement of people who seek first the kingdom of God,                                       
planting churches that live and die to carry out the Great Commission in the spirit of the Great Commandment. 

Voicu and Ana Marian | Serving in Romania 
 Nearly 22 years ago at the EFC-ER Yearly Meeting, we said, “Here we are, send us!” 

Those weren’t “better times” to answer God’s calling; we simply felt overwhelmed by his 
gracious invitation. We came to Sibiu to be a family to orphaned girls. We weren’t emotionally 
prepared to minister to their needs, other than speaking the language, but we relied on God’s 
strength and wisdom one day at a time. And over time we learned what it meant “to love with 
the love of Christ.” This love has changed us more than anything or anyone, as it flowed 
through us. 

In the fall when many of them started commuting to Sibiu for high school, we invited them 
to our apartment for a Friday evening youth program. These meetings were not only fun for 
teenagers, but a time to worship and to study the Bible together, and for us it really felt like 
a house church.  
 
During that season we had countless ways to get involved in their lives. Mihaela, being a high 
performing student, wanted to become an architect, and Voicu gave her drawing lessons. As 
we spent more time together, we talked in depth about the Bible, and she soon received 
Jesus as Lord and Savior. Mihaela openly shared about being born again with her family and 
peers, including those attending our Friday group. Her life blossomed, and her family became 
our friends in the village.  
 
We remained close to Mihaela during college, where she started dating Adrian, also studying 
architecture. We attended their wedding and were their prayer support when they moved to 
France on academic scholarships. Currently they live in Marseille, where they’ve started their 
own architecture firm.  
  
Over the last year we’ve been especially close during Mihaela’s special pregnancy. After 
years of prayer for a child, we rejoiced with them when their tiny triplets were born! These 
are merely a glimpse into God’s miraculous work – and I’m speaking in a much broader 
sense here. Orlat and Gura Raului feel like home for us because of the people we’ve come 
to live alongside and love along the way. Mihaela’s story is just one among many, but we 
feel that it truly reflects the power of God’s Word to go out and accomplish what he desires 
(Isa 55:10, 11).  
 
We see clear evidence of changed lives, whether through the orphaned girls’ ministry, local 
youth, or an ongoing Bible study, but we know that much of what God started will be revealed 
in eternity… and that is the most exciting part of it. 

 
 

 
A couple of years later, as we got to know the area, we heard of a nearby village which boasted 
that it had no Evangelical (“Repenters”) presence. After praying for a year, God opened the 
doors for us to teach at their public school. The tight scrutiny from staff and parents that first 
year was oppressive, but we remember vividly the children’s warm welcome. We loved them 
and their families and teaching these fifth to eighth grade kids seemed to be God’s instrument 
for reaching their hearts. 
 
Many students came to English class, and some came to a shop class Voicu started. Since 
both of these classes were extra-curricular, knowing how to draw the kids was often the 
biggest challenge. One winning recipe we found was DIY banana splits! From that first 
generation, we developed a strong friendship with Mihaela, who was at the top of her class, 
(pictured 3rd from the left in the top left photo). 
 
In 2004 we did our first Christian camp with kids from Orlat. Far from being “experts” in youth 
ministry... we just prayed a lot, learned from others, and did our best. God blessed every 
aspect of our efforts, as we prepared a few good worship songs, a clear gospel message, and 
lots of fun activities. 



From the EFM Office 
Praise God… 
• For the progress that is being made on EFM’s Five-Year Goal. 

See the next section of this prayer letter for more details. 
• For the prayer and financial support that EFM receives. We 

are encouraged by the faithfulness and generosity of God’s 
people. 

Please Pray... 
• For the search for a new Executive Director for EFM and for 

Dan Cammack and Matt Macy as they get ready to move into 
new roles with EFM. Dan and Matt remain in their current 
roles of Executive and Associate Directors until the new E.D. 
is hired (hopefully no later than spring of this year). 

• For Dan and Matt as they try to discern the right time to start 
traveling internationally again. Except for some short visits to 
Mexico they have not traveled internationally for over a year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
EFM Five-Year Goal: 
To send 10 new missionary households from North 

America to launch 5 new fields in the next 5 years. 
Praise God… 
• For the Luke 10 Think Tank that was hosted by Northwest 

Yearly Meeting (NWYM) on Saturday, March 27. It was held 
via Zoom and around 30 people participated. Among them 
were church leaders, people with missions experience, and 
some who are considering serving as missionaries. The goal of 
the think tank was to discern two or three areas of the world 
that NWYM feels led to help explore for the launching of new 
mission fields. Much progress was made towards that goal. 

• For the number of people who have been responding to our 
inquiries about who is sensing that God might be calling them 
to serve him as missionaries. Our list of potential missionaries 
is growing! 

 Please Pray... 
• For the Board of Global Outreach of Northwest Yearly 

Meeting as they take the work that was done during the Luke 
10 Think Tank on March 27 and prepare a recommendation 
for the national Luke 10 Think Tank that will take place on 
Wednesday, May 26, in Colorado. NWYM’s recommendation 
will include two or three areas of the world they are feeling 
led to explore for the launching of new fields. Other regional 
think tanks will bring similar recommendations to the national 
think tank and a total of ten sites will be selected for 
exploration. 

• For the three regional Luke 10 Think Tanks that will take place 
during the months of April and May. Evangelical Friends 
Church-Mid America Yearly Meeting will hold theirs on 
Saturday, April 10.  Evangelical Friends Church-Eastern Region 
will do one on Tuesday, April 27. Rocky Mountain Yearly 
Meeting will hold one on May 8. Representatives from Indiana 
Yearly Meeting will join the one on the 27th. Lord willing, all of 
these think tanks will be held in-person.  

• For the planning that is underway to hold a retreat for 
potential future missionaries in either late May or early June 
of this year and also a short-term missions trip this summer 
that will help these potential future missionaries in their 
discernment process. 
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Join us on the 2nd Thursday 
of each month from 10-11 AM PST for our Luke 10:2 
Gathering via Zoom in support of EFM’s Five-Year Goal.  If you 
would like to participate in this gathering you can sign up for 
it at https://friendsmission.com/prayer-gathering. You will 
receive some prayer points and the link for the gathering a 
few days before the event. 

 
From B. and D. A.  
Serving in Nepal 
Praise God... 
• That our businesses for our pastors are coming to almost 

normal.  
Please Pray... 
• That the new converts will be able to withstand anything that 

comes their way in persecution from their society.  
 
 

From Maria Giron 
Missions Mobilizer for Hispanic Friends 
Praise God… 
• That more Spanish speakers joined the EFM Luke 10:2 Prayer 

Gathering in March.  
• That EFM was able to share the Easter lessons in Spanish and 

videos with subtitles. 
Please Pray... 
• That more Hispanic Friends would partner with EFM in 

missions by praying, giving and even sending.  
• That I would have more opportunities to share about missions 

with more Hispanic Friends Churches in the U.S.  
• For our current faithful people that are partnering with the 

Missions Mobilizing ministry in prayer and financially. Pray 
that God would add more partners to this team. 

 
From Voicu and Ana Marian  
Serving in Romania 
Praise God... 
• For the ability to continue serving in spite of strenuous 

situations; God's protection from harm so far. 
• Opportunities to teach English through devotionals on a daily 

basis; open hearts to the truth. 
• Resting in God's promise to guide and provide during these 

uncertain times, as ever. 
Please Pray... 
• Our scheduled flights to the US were cancelled again; please 

pray for the right date/time and procedure. 
• The right preparations for the trip ahead; ability to fulfill our 

responsibilities here, and to live daily as unto the Lord. 
• Good health and protection from a third wave of the virus; 

wisdom in all we do. 
 
From Roy and Jinky Twaddell 
Serving in the Philippines 
Praise God... 
• Pastor Pedro and Sister Pening celebrated 50 years of 

marriage. Although we could not be there in person (COVID-
19 restrictions), we were able to celebrate in a live chat with 
them and the Church at Tabon, Palawan. It is such a delight to 
share in their 50th Anniversary.  

• Capiz Friends Church continues to do well with the School 
Supply Store and is seeing fruit in its ministry to the 
community. They will celebrate their third anniversary in 
May. The Livelihood project in Dawo, Samar has expanded 
their coconut harvest business by purchasing a chainsaw to 
harvest older trees that no longer produce and can be used as 
lumber. This has employed several members of the 
community and expanded Pastor Chito’s outreach for Christ. 

• Living in Olongapo we have been able to reach-out to the 
Expat community through the American Legion Post that Roy 
is a member and Chaplain. Prayers and plans are in work to 
start a Friends Chapel Service at the Legion Hall on Sundays. 

Please Pray... 
• For our outreach in Olongapo as discussed in the praises. 

Most of the Expats are retired military married to Filipinas as 
well as some people from Australia. This is a diverse 
community with lots of challenges. 

• For the pastors and elders at Tabon, Capiz and Dawo as they 
continue to share the gospel through their livelihood 
projects.  

• We are under lockdown again and the situation here suggests 
that most people will not get the vaccine anytime soon. 
Please pray that the government here will find wisdom to deal 
with the complications of getting a solid vaccine distribution 
plan in place. 

 
From The Gautam Family  
Serving in India 
Praise God... 
• For a new fellowship group that has been started. 
• For new computer and motorbike that will help in ministry. 
Please Pray... 
• For our ministry in Bihar and neighboring states. 
• For Friends Bible College to be started soon and that we can 

find a building for it. 



From Abe and Diane Bible  
Serving in Ukraine 
Praise God... 
• That God’s Word spreads in the midst of COVID-19. Yes, some 

challenges are greater, but opportunities are greater too! 
• Abe has been able to hold all of the evangelistic workshops 

and Financial Freedom workshops monthly in spite of 
lockdowns and restrictions. 

• For the 30 years God has given us in Ukraine from which basis 
we have ongoing and greater opportunities to minister into 
the future. 

Please Pray... 
• Abe’s challenge to the men in the workshop this last week was 

to increase their efforts in outreach so that right after Easter 
(which is dated May 2nd according to the Orthodox calendar) 
they will actually have a group of new believers in Christ with 
which to start a church. Pray that there will be a physical 
presence in these towns to reach out to the whole 
community.  

• Abe is deeply involved with denominational leadership in 
setting the trajectory for the next three years. Pray as he 
communicates ideas and helps them hammer out plans and 
helps break down the old “fruitless” patterns and move into 
the needs of present day Ukraine, especially targeting the 
younger generations. 

• For ongoing healing for Diane in her right eye—that she would 
have no further incidences of retinal detachment and that she 
would receive full vision back. This greatly impacts her ability 
to work on her computer doing a lot of clerical and 
communications and research. The past six months have been 
on hold! 

 
From Tony and Agi Frei 
Serving in Hungary 
Praise God... 
• My nephew, Manuel got a degree in February. He is a 

mechanical engineer now. We are thankful that God helped 
him during the university. Manuel has a new job, in the 
Nuclear Power Station of Paks II. with my son-in-law, Norbi. 
Norbi helped Manuel to get this job. It is God’s work.  

• We had a new friend from Africa. She is called Marlene. 
Marlene is a young pediatrician resident in Szekszárd, next to 
Tolna. She graduated in the University of Pécs, Faculty of 
Medicine and she got a job in Szekszárd. She is a serious 
believer, but she will stay in Hungary about 5 years (because 
of her contract). She is renting our friend’s (Marianne) flat and 
Marianne told us about Marlene. Marlene visits our church 
every two weeks. She is a very friendly and she also can speak 
Hungarian quite well.  

• On the last Saturday, we could visit Józsi bácsi in the nursing 
home. We could speak him only through the fence. He is very 
well now physically and mentally too, and he was very happy 
because of us. Ilonka, Joseph from Kölked and Sylvie was with 
me there and we had a very blessed conversation with him. 

Please Pray... 
• For Józsi bácsi, because he wants to move to his home, Kölked 

again. He doesn’t like the nursing home. Please pray for him, 
that his family arrange it.  

• For Agi’s mother, Terike. She is in final stage. She has bone 
metastasis in her neck. My mother-in-law has very big pain. It 
is a hard period in the life of our family. Please pray for her, 
that God call her to the heaven. Terike is very faithful and 
peaceful. She tolerates her disease in a wonderful way, but 
she is done, and she wants to see Jesus face to face. She is 
longing for Heaven.  

• Please, pray for me as I continue to recover from COVID-19. I 
could barely get out of it. Now, I feel the after effect of this 
virus. I often have a strong headache, I have weakness, 
dizziness. I often swap the words and it’s very frustrating.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From David Thomas 
EFM Whole-Life Discipleship 
Praise God… 
• That “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory 

of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” (Habakkuk 2:14) 
Praise God that though the enemy intended destruction on 
the earth through COVID-19, God is turning it around, so he is 
glorified, many people set free, many workers released into 
the world’s harvest fields, and many people brought into his 
kingdom!  

• For the church world-wide “standing in the gap,” interceding 
on behalf of their people, their communities, and their 
nations for God’s purposes through this time to be 
accomplished – that his kingdom come, and his will be done 
around the world!  

• For the Holy Spirit’s work and for a world-wide softening of 
hearts!  

Please Pray… 
• For deeper intimacy with Christ for our leaders and colleagues 

around the world.  
• For believers around the world to come to know God as 

Jehova Jirah, the one who provides for their needs! May he 
use his people to generously reach out to their neighbors in 
need. 

Praise God (Thailand-Lahu)… 
• For, Ja Bo, our D4D leader in Ja Taw who has been visiting 

village families in their homes, praying for them and sharing a 
Bible lesson. Thank God for discussions on what their village 
could look like when the kingdom of God transforms every 
area of life.   

Please Pray (Thailand-Lahu)… 
• For Solomon, Yosapa, Chalee, and Ben; that God would bless 

their discipling and mentoring of new team members. 
• For Mo Pa working in the village of Ja Sa Pa to have wisdom 

as he disciples families in their young church. Pray for God to 
bring the headman (Ja Sa Pa- a former drug trafficker) and his 
children’s families to repentance and to a right relationship 
with God, and right relationship with their neighbors and 
village.  

Praise God (Rwanda, Burundi, DR Congo (Uvira and Goma)… 
• Rwandan leaders are thankful they can travel to all parts of 

their country now, and they can meet together. As soon as 
travel restrictions lifted, that same week they held their first 
two day D4D coaching seminar up in Musanze. Praise God for 
stories of transformation in D4D team member’s homes.  

Please Pray (Rwanda, Burundi, DR Congo (Uvira and Goma)… 
• For the city of Uvira, DR Congo where flooding in April killed 

many, wiping out whole neighborhoods. With many new 
refugees fleeing the fighting in the mountains and settling in 
the Middle Plateau, forests are being cut down, and with the 
rains more erosion and new flooding is again destroying life 
and property this past December in Uvira. Pray for wholistic 
solutions! Pray for a D4D connection with the mayor of Uvira 
to develop into something to bless this city and advance God’s 
kingdom there! 

Please Pray (Cambodia)… 
• For the Holy Spirit to bring a deep level of transformation to 

the young people participating in YWAM’s DTS! Pray for their 
growth in discipleship, in humility, in servant leadership and 
that they would take what they have learned and share it with 
others! 

 
From Michelle and Denny Craker 
Serving in East Asia 
Praise God... 
• For Michelle’s new position at World Gospel Mission helping 

international personnel apply and get in the field 
• For the home we were able to purchase during our time in the 

States.  
Please Pray... 
• For restrictions to lift in East Asia so that we can continue to 

do ministry there.  
• For pastors Denny is counseling and working with. 
• For a decision that needs to be made regarding whether 

Denny accepts a request from a local Chinese church to be a 
pastor there. That the Lord would provide clear direction in 
what we should be doing next. 


