E FM C O VI D - 1 9 U PDATE S
PRAY F O R H U N GAR Y
Antal (Tony) Frei, along with his wife, Agnes (Agi), have been working with Evangelical Friends since
1998 to make disciples and plant churches in Hungary and some of the neighboring countries. The
Lord has blessed this ministry with five churches and six house groups so far.
Here is how Tony answered the four ques ons sent to missionaries and na onal leaders:
How is COVID‐19 aﬀec ng those who live in the area where you live and minister?
 Unfortunately, the Coronavirus reached our country too. We have lots of workers who work
abroad, and we have lots of students who are “guests” in our universi es, and colleges. These
people are required to go into quaran ne for two weeks. On March 11 the government proclaimed a state of emergency for at least 15
days. All churches, schools, and universi es are closed for an undefined period. Restaurants, malls and other similar shops are closed
because on the 27th of March the government ordered the move‐out restric on. Hungary has 300 infected people, 10 who have died,
many who are in quaran ne, and 34 who are recovered now.
How is this situa on aﬀec ng the ministry you lead?
 We teach religious educa on for children in primary schools in Tolna. In this hard situa on we can’t teach in schools, but we keep
contact online. I organized some online groups with the children and their parents so they can do the tasks of the subject. We can talk
and I can send some Bible verses to encourage them.
 Like all of the churches, our EFC churches must be closed. But we keep in touch by phone, and every Sunday we organize an online
church mee ng with the ZOOM applica on. We have youth mee ng in the morning, and in the a ernoon we are together with the
whole church. I can preach to them and the members can share tes monies with each other. We also pray together to the Lord.
What are some opportuni es you are seeing for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with those who don’t know him?
 Agi and I see some good opportuni es in this crisis. Rarely‐seen brothers and sisters can join the online church mee ng. In these hard
mes we can hold it together even be er. I invited some companions to this group so they can par cipate if they want. Lots of
unbelievers have ques ons too. They are in panic and they need more hope and love. I believe, in this bad situa on, we have a chance.
Everybody stops a li le bit, stays at home, and starts thinking about the meaning of life. It is a great opportunity to lead their thoughts
to our God.
What are two or three prayer requests we can use to pray for you and those you lead?
 Of course, we need your prayers for safety against COVID‐19, and we also pray for you and your churches. Please pray for new
opportuni es. We live in unusual mes. Our lives have changed in lots of aspects, but we trust that God has given us new chances
through these things. Please also pray against fear. Many people are blocked by the fear.
Tony closes his report with this verse of encouragement for all of us: “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us mid, but gives us
power, love and self‐discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7

